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"The characteristics of Le tters” 

Tha 'mode" of speaking a letter is called its characteristics. Thera are two types of 
characteristics:* 

(I) Compulsory charact eristics, (II) Temporary characteri st ics.) 
QCompulsory Characteristics:- If the recitation of such characteristics is not 

preformed the letter to be 

spoken is spoiled. 

IIJTemporary characteristic:- If the articulation of these characteristics is not 
performed the letter itself is not ruined but its articulatory beauty is impaired. 

Compulsory Characteristics 

These are seventeen in total and are divided in two types i.e. 

(1) Controversial (11)Non controversial. 

CONTRO VERSIAL CHA RACTERISTICS, 

There are five pairs of controversial characteristics, with two characteristics in 
every pair. One characteristic of the pair is opposite to the other No letter is without 
such characteristics but both from the same pair cannot come together in a single 
letter. From every pair only one characteristic occurs in every tetter, therefore in every 
letter only five controversial characteristics can occur maximally. 

The five pairs are> 

ll(JAHAR-HAMUS> 

Jahan- ( ^>)(to express prominently] In speaking such letters, the recitation of the 
sound should be powerful enough to stop the process of breathing. In it less 
breathing and more utterance of sound is performed. 

Hamus:- (, > J(To hide) In vocalizing such letters, the recitation of the sound should 

be so weak that the process of breathing still continues on .Ten letters of (cuC 





are hidden sounded and remaining nineteen are sounded prominently, 
2:(SHI0DAT-RAKHAWAT)> 


Shiddat -{ )|to be harder) tn uttering such letters, the recitation of the 
sound should be so intense that the voice should be stopped These are eight letters 


the sound should be so soft and weak that the voice can be continued without any break. 
The remaining sixteen tetters are the delicately sounded letters except moderated letters, 

TAWASS UTModeration ; -( “ )These letters are pronounced in the middle of both 

the above mentioned letters i.e. sometimes the voice can be stopped and sometimes it 
may continue These are five letters of ( . J ) 

3:{ISTELA-ISTEFAAL):« ' " 

Istaela: - (. }(to be louder} In uttering such letters, the root of the tongue 
should be raised towards the palate (the roof of the mouth) These are seven alphabets 

Istaf aal -( )(to be below) In emitting such letters the root of the tongue 
should not be raised towards the palate. Twenty two letters are Mustafilah (below 
sounded) except seven letters of Mustaliah (loud sounded). 

4:(|TBAACHNFITAH}> 

ftba.tq-f 1 flto meet) In performing such letters the middle at the tongue 
should bo raised towards the palate to join with iL These ate the four alptiabefe ( ) 

Infitah i ) (to open) In performing such letters, the middle of the 

tongue should not be raised towards the palate. After excluding four alphabets of 
Mutbaqa. remaining 25 letters (alphabets) are the letters of Munfateha 

5: (IS M AAT-iZL AAQ}:* 

Ism aat ; -( • . , . ' )(to silent) In performing such letters, the sound should be 
strong and deep. Twenty three letters are Musmatah( ) These letters cannot be 


such letters the alphabets should be spoken quickly and easily by using the edges of 
lips and the tongue Four alphabets are Muzaiiqah.f ^ J) 

Non controversial Characteristics: -These are the Characteristics tiiat can or 

cannot be in a letter The remaining six out of seventeen are non controversial characteristics. 


should be produced like that of some loudly chirping sparrow or like the sound of any 
whistle. These alphabets are: ^ \) 


vocal organ should be in vibration and hence the sound of the letters seems like that of 
a bouncing ball. These are the five alphabets, of ( _--^ h ). When these alphabets are 

mute (silent), the Qalqalah should be noticeable (well expressed) in Ihem And when 
there is waqf(stop point), il should be even more prominent, for instance! v # ) 

(3) Leen: -( )(1o be tender) These letters are pronounced with such a soft and 

tender sound that they can be affixed with a MADDAH if wanted by the reciter These 
are the mute forms of ( ‘)and( )a ft erZabar(^), for example! j . ). 

(4) Tufshi - ( )(to spread) This characteristic is associated only with ij^i- 
Whilearticulating ( (the airshould be spread in the mouth. 

(5) IstetalatidcJ^:- )(tolengthen)This characteristic is related only to (, ).To 

utter ( (the sound becomes long gradually and it reaches the end of the vocal organ 

(6) l)(To deviate). It is the quality of ( J )and( J), When reciting ( * )the 
tongue deviates to the vocal point of ( (and in neciting( )it goes to the vocal point of ( ), 

(7) Takreer:-( v)(To repeat). This is associated only with the lotter( ■ ) While 

pronouncing! h a trembling or a shivering in the tongue can be felt and therefore the 
sound of ( ) seams repeated but it is not repeated in reality. 




Rakhawat- ( ... ){to be softened) In uttering such letters, the recitation of 



I z I l ii aq : -( )(to be pronounced eas ily or shppery alphabets) in uttering 


(1 ) Safeer^ )(The sound of a sparrow ) In uttering such letters, the sound 


(2) Qulqalah h[ )( to vibrate) While uttering such letters the sound from the 
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(The Place of Articulation of the Arabic Letters 
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The Aerial 
Letters 
& JLa w3)L>>- 

Originates from the emptiness of 
the month. 


i * t 

c-t 

c* t 

1 he (iUltural 
Letters 

40Uojl^ 

Originates from the bach of the 
throatharymt). 

Originates from the centre of the 
throat. 

Originates from the upper portion 
of the throat. 

.La. }&- 

i *■ 

d ■ O 

I'lie Glottal 
Letters 

The back of the tongue rises and 
touches the soft palate. 



The Jawty 
1 otters 

The tenter of the tongue touches 
the upper palate. 
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** 

The upturned side of the tongue 
touches the gums of the upper 
back teeth. 

‘^■CJy'lJc) i 1 ts^A) ciP 

1 * ,JL_ 

\S'O i J 

The Liquids 
Letters 

Originates when the tip of the 
tongue touches the upper hard 
palate. 

SJk*££4rM& 

J? f i i 

The Dental 
i elters 

Originates when the tip of the 
tongue touches the gums of the 
upper two front teeth . 

2L^?£Z 

00<ii 

1 he trin^ieal 

Letters 

VAs4t/*“ 

Originates when the tip of the 
tongue touches the edge of the 
u ppe r two front tee th . 


i 

/Vlt 1 

The Whist l> 
1 Liters 

Originates when the tip of the 
tongue rises towards the upper 
palate, touching the gums behind 
thou ppe r two front teeth . 
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The 1 ahial 
Letters 

4^^ Sri V** 

Originates from the lips. 

- ■•’’ h- .-^ . * * * -r ft 

«p *+ + ^ 

+ 

Originates when the inner portion 
of the bottom lip meets the edge on 
the two upperfront teeth 
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